$27.60. This is an authoritative and up-to-date book. The early sections cover the history, anatomy and clinical applications of intravenous anaesthesia. Then follows a revision of Dundee's earlier work on thiopentone and other barbiturates, including sixty pages on the effects of these drugs, and thirty pages on their clinical applications.
These sections are clinic allydirected reviews of publications up to 1974 and present a balanced view for the user of barbiturates whether a trainee or consultant.
R. S. J. Clarke has contributed a useful chapter on propanidid, concluding with a summary of its clinical role.
Steroid anaesthesia is covered brieflv, with a review of althesin. " J. D. Morrison has written the section on neurolept techniques, again concluding with a useful summary of their clinical applications. Chapters on dissociative anaesthesia with ketamine and tranquillizers (mainly diazepam) then follow. The latter is an excellent review of a drug whose use has increased remarkably.
This section of the book finishes with a clinically-orientated comparison of induction agents including a useful table for quick reference.
A brief summary of intravenous regional anaesthesia is added, followed by a glossary and a good index.
These comments will indicate the scope ot this book. It must be added that the standard throughout is consistently high. A feast of relevant and useful information is given, and numerous references included, making this text an obvious one as a standard reference. It deserves a place in every departmental library, and many practising anaesthetists will want a copy of their own.
In keeping with current trends the price is high, but the book is very well produced, soundly bound and remarkably free from errors. This well presented book has been published to commemorate the twenty-first anniversary of the Department of Anaesthetics and Resuscitation at St. Vincent's Hospital, Sydney.
As such, of course, it is a most welcome addition to the increasing literature emanating from this country, but also it is most appropriate that the work of this Department is reviewed at this time.
Almost certainly, there are few such Departments in Australia that could review their histories as accurately as this and the editor, Dr. ]. O'Leary, is to be congratulated on a difficult, and I am sure often time consuming, task well done.
The history of the early days makes fascinating reading even though some of the records omit details about which we would dearly like to have more information, and an overuse of the exclamation mark somewhat lessens rather than increases the impact of some anecdotes. Many names well known amongst the medical profession feature in this early story, but of course even more are familiar in the documentation of the activities since December, 1953 when a meeting of the Anaesthetic Staff is regarded as the founding of the Department.
It is now a matter of history that since those days, and particularly since the appointment of Dr. Brian Dwyer in 1955 as the first full-time Director of Anaesthetics in Sydney, this Department has contributed much of great value, not only to the practice of anaesthetics, but also in
